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Submitting Articles and Stories to the Newdetter

The North Texas PC NEWS is going
online—and it’s more important
than ever that the NTPCUG news-
letter contain timely and informative
content of interest to our members.
We will welcome pertinent “How to
do it” articles, book reviews, soft-
ware reviews and other materials
that would be helpful and interest-
ing to NTPCUG members.

For prospective authors, there are a
few, but very important, “Do’s and
Don’ts” involved in article submis-
sion to the newsletter, first of which
is accuracy. Be sure of your facts
(unless you report them as “ru-
mors”) and always remember to re-
port the source(s) as well.

Please don’t submit articles that are
taken from another source without
crediting the source in your article,
i.e., if you excerpt something from
the Microsoft (or other) Web site,
please state that in the article.

Remember to “sign” your article/
story at the bottom. A simple “by
Your Name” will be quite helpful,

particularly if the editors have
questions or suggestions about the
story.

Please don’t submit the article or
story in HTM or .PDF format. It
can make editing and formatting
quite time consuming and difficult.

We can accept MS Word 97, most
WordPerfect files and ASCII .TXT
files. The absolutely latest version
of any word processor may not
convert gracefully to our format
and may have to be rejected as a re-
sult.

Graphics should be submitted in
one of the “standard” formats, i.e.,
.TIF, .EPS, .GIF, .PCX or .JPG files.
While “native” CorelDraw (CDR)
files are also OK, other graphics
editor native formats may not be
convertible.

Again, we want your articles and
thank you in advance for your in-
put and cooperation.

Reagan Andrews
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ProOGRAMS & PRESENTATIONS . . . Vixcenr Gaines

Main Presentation

9:00 a.m. - FREE Internet-based training sites will be demonstrated at the February
main meeting. Our own Vincent Gaines has discovered a few useful sites and will
visit them so that you can see them also. If you have found some sites that you
would like to share with your fellow Club members, send an e-mail to pro-
grams@ntpcug.org (live link on back page of this issue) and they may be incorpo-
rated into the Main Presentation.

Future main presentations will be on Internet phones, MP3 Players, getting music
via the Internet and and the new generation of Internet appliances.

Focus SIG

The focus SIG this month is Professional MIDI and Audio. Their program will be
on software that “cleans” the audio from analog sources in preparation for digital
storage on CD. There will be drawings for $1,200 worth of software.

SIGs Special Inerest Group Meeting Schedule

Time SIG Dallas Corel (continued) 1:00 AppleCorps/ClarisWorks
8:00 Microsoft Networking WordPerfect for Windows AppleCorps/Beginners
AppleCorps The Master Genealogist e-CommerceSIG
Hardware Solutions (continued) meetings are listed by time for the Febru-
Excel/Spreadsheets 11:00 Internet — Advanced ary 17 meeting. Times may change, and
The Master Genealogist AppleCorps members are advised to check the
9:00 Communications Professional MIDI & Audio NTPCUG Web site for latest listings.
Main Presentation - FREE Internet (continued) Room locations will be posted at LHFC
Training Sites Introduction to the on the day of the meeting.
AppleCorps PC - Files (continued) The following SIGs are meeting at sepa-
DOS/Disk Operating Systems Quicken rate locations, and are not included in
Introduction to the PC - Linux ] the schedule above. Check the SIG
File Types WordPerfect for Windows notes for time and location.
Alpha Five (continued)
Dallas Corel . i
Microsoft Word 12:00 ';lwzg:g Business Meets °:c‘2:2 sos
Th((ecl(\)n:;:]el:e(j;enealoglst AppleCorps/FileMaker Application Developers Issues
- Investors Visual BASIC - Advanced
10:00 Internet - Beginning Java Visual BASIC - Beginning
AppleCorps Microsoft FrontPage
Professional MIDI & Audio 12:30  Visitors Orientation
Introduction to the PC -
Files (continued)

Web Content Committee



North Texas PC NEWS

A New Year, A New BOD
And, A New Perspecrive

This starts a new year, from the standpoint of a
newly elected Board of Directors. And | ask
myself —how did | end up as President of this
great organization? The redlity isthat it has
been hard to get people to run for the leadership

of the Club and our membership has been declin-

ing. The new Board has three first-time mem-
bers, and only one member that has been on the
board more than ayear. What that should tell
all membersisthat if you would like to make a
difference, or just have input into the future di-
rection of the Club, thisis a great time to be
heard!

First-time members to the Board are David Wil-
liams, Bob Russl, and Martin Hellar. Re-
turning members are Gil Brand and Timothy

TEXAS

Formerly OnRamp, National Knowledge

Networks and Signet Partners

BUSINESS CONNECTIVITY

Lan ISDN, Point-to-Point T1, Fractional T3

WEB SITE HOSTING & MANAGEMENT

Virtual Domain, Server Collocation

CONSULTING

Firewall Security, Network Design

DIAL-UP ACCESS
28.8K - 56K analog, 64K - 128K ISDN, V.90

www.veriotexas.net, info@veriotexas.net

1-888-266-7267
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Carmichael. Vincent Gaines is President-Elect.
We will add pictures to the contact page on the
Web site so you can figure out who we are!
Catch us in the hall or in the Business Meeting
to share your ideas.

| want to thank M arsha Drebelbis and Michele
Wood for their work last year on the Board. We
will still need their help this year!

Current membership stands at 550. People
move, change job environments, discover they
know it al, etc., and no longer attend. What we
need to get better at is attracting new members
that don’'t know we exist. New board member
Bob Russell will be the new Publicity Chairman.
Publicity will be a big factor in reaching the peo-
ple who most need to become members of the
club. Let him know the ideas you have and offer
to help. Bob's e-mail is bobruss@airmail.net
(live link on back page of this issue).

NTPCUG has always been a volunteer organiza-
tion, so this year | want to encourage more peo-
ple to help in ways big and small. What is the
hot word in Washington now, communitivism?
If we develop a stronger sense of community, |
think it will naturally lead to members offering
their time and expertise.

We have tons of ideas for things we would like
to do to benefit the Club, but we probably have
not hit upon the one idea that will have the big-
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gest benefit to the Club. YOU probably
haveit! Here are some that are cur-
rently planned or being done by mem-
bers.

One of the Club’'s hardest workers,
Spike Smith, started developing a mem-
ber survey that the Board has been refin-
ing. Watch for it in an e-mail box near
you very soon, possibly before the next
meeting. This will ask for demographic
information to help us better understand
the type of members we currently have.
There is a Comments Box, so be sure to
give us your ideas for improving the
Club. Thereis one particular need that
we have before the survey is tabulated.
The survey is being done through e-
mail. We have not found an inexpensive
software package that will read the e-
mails and strip out just the responses to

the questionnaire. Tom Browning will write
a program to do this if needed, but it would

be nice to find software that has already

**t73g 73ug
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solved this problem. If anyone can help
with this, please contact me or contact
Tom, tombrowning@prodigy.net (live
link on back page of thisissue). Yes, |
know that a Web-based form would
solve all the problems of collecting the
data, but this first one will be an e-mail
form.

Through the generosity of Canon USA,
Bob McNeil currently prints some color
copies of the newdetter, which | take to
several local libraries, along with half-
page flyers that people can take with
them. It would be a big help if you
would volunteer to take a single newslet-
ter to alibrary near you, and keep them
stocked with flyers that advertise the
Club. We will have flyers that can be
downloaded from the Web. (Want to
help create them?) Most Dallas libraries
now do basic Internet instruction in how

to use the new Internet-based catalog. The li-

brarians | have talked with appreciate being able
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to refer people to a group such as ours
for more in-depth help and training.

February 2001

day. When doing this job last year, |
was still able to attend the SIG sessions
| wanted, with only an occasional inter-

Spike Smith developed a Web site for
NTPCUG that is provided free on
http://community.dallasnews.com (live
link on back page of thisissue). This was
a significant effort on his part. Spike's
site has a calendar showing both MSDev
and main meetings for the rest of the
year, something we have not been able to
do on our own site!  Spike found the op-
portunity to get this free site, brought it
to the Board, and developed it himself.
Thanks to Spike for taking the initiative
to do this.

I’m sure you have noticed the coffee that
magically appeared in the atrium in No-
vember. Leeand Tom Lowerie saw a

need, brought in brewing equipment and
served coffee to the group at their own ex-
pense. Snack Attack, a vending company
where my wife works, now provides

some sundry things for the coffee bar.

We could certainly use some thank you's

to Lee and Tom, and some volunteers to help
with this effort. Clean up some spilled coffee,
or make a fresh pot if you see it is needed. We
are very fortunate to have a facility with a natu-
ra “café€’ areathat lendsitself to informal con-
versation and networking. Start building our
“community” over a cup of coffee.

We hope to attract other user groups to merge
with us, and increase our membership. | am talk-
ing with some groups now, but please think of
groups that might fit well with NTPCUG and
mention them to the Board.

Look at the Volunteer Section on the Web site
for ideas of how you can help, but don't let that
list limit the ideas you have. One of the open
volunteer positions is SIG Coordinator. | have
to admit that this was a big job when we were
moving to LHFC and getting the SIG notes sys-
tem going, but it is now quite manageable.

Main duties are sending the SIG notes to the
newdletter and coordinating the SIGs on meeting

**t73g 73ug

ruption. Just think, if there is a schedul-
ing conflict between SIGs, you get to re-
solve it in away that lets you go to
both! Write to me at

bill.parker @ntpcug.org (live link on
back page of thisissue) for more info or
to ask questions.

A continued plug for WebBoard. See
the SIG notes under Internet for Doug
Gorrie's explanation. WebBoard is a
great way to build our community and
get your questions answered between
meetings.

There are so many good things going on
that | could ramble for quite a while
longer. However, in the past | never
thought of Prez Sez as a column that
would change my life. So | have prob-
ably lost some of you by now! The
point is, YOU all are the ones that will
change NTPCUG into a more vibrant or-
ganization. | think we are already seeing the
seeds of change.

As this goes to press, | have learned that Mary
McWilliams Johnson, the creator of our web
site, has had a heart attack and quadruple by-
pass surgery. She is progressing on schedule
and expects a full recovery.

True to form, one of her first thoughts was to
call Marsha Drebelbis about a SIG presentation
she was scheduled to give. | am sure Mary
would appreciate the cheer of Get Well notes.
Until about February 20 you can send cards to
her at Lake Pointe Medical Center, 6800 Scenic
Dr., Rowlett, TX 75088.

Bill Harper


http://community.dallasnews.com

February 2001

The 2001Winners!
From left, clockwise,
Martin Hellar, Vincent
Gaines, Bill Parker, David
Williams, Timothy
Carmichael, Bob Russell
and Gill Brand

North Texas PC NEWS
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11 Mark Your Calendar !!!

Future Newd etter Deadlines and
Meeting Dates

Our main meeting [presentation(s)
and most SIGs] will be at Lake High-
lands Freshman Center usually on the
third Saturday of each month. How-
ever, in March it will be on the
fourth Saturday.

The newdetter deadline each month
will be fifteen days before the main
meeting.

The Perfect Gift!

Looking for a last-minute gift that’s quick,
easy and keeps on giving for the entire year?
Take atip from Doug Gorrie and consider giv-
ing a one-year membership in the North Texas
PC Users Group. Thisis an especialy appro-
priate gift for afriend or relative who is new
to computing and interested in learning how to
use and enjoy the PC.

Point out the Genealogy SIGs to people who
are collecting information about their families,
tell friends how much the Internet SIGs can
help in easing their way into really using the
Web, and the benefits of friendly, early com-
puter lessons in the Introduction to the PC
SIG.

More experienced users would appreciate
value of vendor presentations in making impor-
tant software and hardware decisions during
the year.

If you have a friend or relative who constantly
“borrows’ your copy of the latest North Texas
PC News, a gift membership might be espe-
cially welcome.

Doug
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See the schedule below for alisting of those
dates.

Newsletter Deadline Meeting Date
March 9 March 24 (4th Sat.)
Off-Site SIGs

The North Texas Microsoft Developers SIGs
(Beginning Visua Basic, Advanced Visual Basic,
Access, and Application Developers Issues
SIGs) will meet the second Saturday of each
month at Microsoft Corporation’s South Central
Didtrict office at 5080 Spectrum Drive, Suite
115E in Dallas.

Up-to-date Information

Make it a habit to check our Web site at
ntpcug.org for any last minute changes. Keep
informed through our Web site and newsdletter
for al current developments.

A New PC News Feature!!

Check the back page of thisissue for alisting
of all the Web Links mentioned this month in
the newdetter. The links are "live" within
Adobe Acrobat and will be Web sites or timely
articles.
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On Complexity

No. 8% iN A Series

Thisis atale of the frustrations of using Wn-
dows Update. For those of you not using the lat-
est Windows Operating system, there is now an
entry on the Sart menu labeled Windows Up-
date. If you click it, your computer goesto a
Microsoft site on the Internet and gets the latest
updates for your version of Windows. Sounds
good, right? Don’'t do it!

| switched from Windows NT 4.0 to Windows
2000 (Win2K) last spring as | upgraded to a new
computer. | had very few problems with Win2K
until 1 applied Service Release 1 (SR-1). At that
point, about half of my installed software
stopped working. Over the next two months, the
makers of the software gradually fixed their in-
compatibilities with SR-1.

In early December, | read about some Internet
vulnerabilities in Win2K and decided to use the
Windows Update feature to get the patches from
Microsoft immediately. Big mistake!

After the update, Win2K told all my software
that my E: drive formatted as NTFS2 had no
more room. In fact, it had over 16 gigabytes of
free space.

Jim Hoisington took this shot of Jeffery Rayfield of No
Magic, Inc. at the February meeting of the Java SIG.

North Texas PC NEWS

by Jim HoisingTon

For the next two weeks, | worked off my C:
drive formatted as FAT16 and copied files over
to the E: drive when | finished with them. (The
COPY command must not check the destination
to make sure the file will fit before initiating the
COpYy process.)

On December 31%, | ran Windows Update again
and the drive space problem disappeared. Good
news! But the update created other problems.

My guess is that Microsoft uses Windows Up-
date to quickly transmit patches of reported prob-
lems. These patches are probably not tested with
other Microsoft software products and definitely
not tested with software products from other ven-
dors. The service pack SR-1 was supposed to be
tested with both sets of software products before
its release and it shut down half of my installed
software. | should have learned not to trust Mi-
crosoft from that experience.

The trade press says that Microsoft wants to

shift from sending you a product on a CD to a
subscription service which will constantly be up-
dated over the Internet. Just say NO! | can imag-
ine an environment where product features con-
stantly work differently or not at all depending
on the last update. If you don’t like surprises,
don’t Windows Update!

Caveat dictus!

jim
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A 'Think Piece’ and No Microsofr v. DQJ  keis(and users) were

pretty much in a"con-

This month as focus shifrs To Psychology  sant renforcement

learning mode. What

Involved iNn ReCeNT MARkeT & User BeHAVIOR 7 s with lab rats

for an example, each

DRAM Prices ConTinve Falling time the rat presses a

There was a rather obvious decline in demand for
PC’s over what should have been the prime selling
season, i.e., Christmas. Almost al the PC mak-
ersivendors reported |ess than expected sales of new
units in spite of massive advertising blitzes before
the holidays. Most PC-related tech stocks tanked
and even the most stalwart among the "golden" tech
companies (except IBM) reported reduced earnings
and anticipated revenues for the coming quarter.
What does it dl mean?

For one thing, it's al a"house of
cards' and when one of the sup-
ports is withdrawn, the entire
structure is vulnerable to collapse.
Look beneath the rapidly-expand-
ing Web at the support structures

bar in its cage, afood
pellet is deposited, i.e, therat is ways reinforced
for pressing the bar.

The opposite side of reinforcement is extinction, that
is, nothing happens when the bar is pressed until the
rat quits pressing the bar entirely. Behavior condi-
tioned under "constant reinforcement” is the fastest
behavior to extinguish. Most difficult behavior to ex-
tinguish is that conditioned under "variable reinforce-
ment"—which is why the casino dot machines are
so very profitable.

When people lose the expecta
tion that whatever they do in the
market will result in making lots
of money (reinforcement), they
tend to become much more con-

underneath, i.e., the banks of serv- | | % sarvative.
ers, 1SP's, backbone companies, [E I don'1 think we

etc., and imagine the market this
appeared to be for servers,
switches, routers and other WAN
components during its wild
growth over the past five years.

S
7

Then look at the corporate I'T mar-
ket and see a smilar situation—
apparent massive prospective
growth if the trend held and com-
panies didn’t blow their IT budg-
ets prepping for Y 2K.

Findly, look at the home PC mar-
ket. What caused this market to
dwindle so rapidly at the end of
20007

Psychology 101?

Actually, I’'m tempted to go back
to my graduate school days and
learning theory for a partial expla-
nation. For the better part of the
1990's leading into 2000, the mar-
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understand The Web

Let's take the Web "crater” first,
since that’'s what's dragging
down alot of the formerly suc-
cessful high-tech companies. Un-
doubtedly, the Web (generic and
plurd) is an unparalleled intellec-
tua and social phenomenon. It
has and is altering the structure
and texture of socid interaction
in ways that may take decades or
centuries to fully comprehend—
and understand.

m
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Persona and familia interactions
have been subjected to both sub-
tle and massive shifts as a result
of the Web’s availability for hu-
man interactions at alevel un-
precedented in the past. Jim
Hoisington, past NTPCUG Presi-
dent and Membership Director,

‘suatsks buivuado Juwm
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is an example with anew H-P digital camera. He
speaks glowingly of instantly transmitting family
photos across the Web in a manner that assures adhe-
sion between children and siblings and in atime
frame that would have been unthinkable in the past.

Information is so widdly available via a good search
engine (I prefer Google) that my use of "former” ref-
erence material (books) has become minimal and pri-
marily reserved to find data so obscure it isn't on the
Web, or (more important) to verify data |l found on a
"suspect” Web or USENET site. Thislast is particu-
larly true when browsing the medical information
sites, or some PC technology sites for that matter.

AdverTising/Marketing alone?

Yet, many entrepreneurs saw the Web almost soldly
as a source of unparalleled advertising and marketing
opportunities. This narrow view quickly led to the
dismay of many, many "Dot.COMS" that rushed into
the Web frenzy over the past two years—only to dis-
cover the rules of good business’ marketing remained
much the same, but the game had changed, and
wasn't the gold-egg-laying goose many had as-
sumed.

Yes, there are successful Web sites

Surprise! The most numerous, successful Web entre-
preneurs are still those behind the "adult” porn sites.
And this, | was informed by several long-time, home
electronics dealers, is a repetition of the early VCR
experience (and maybe even camcorders as well)—
access to sexual material without having to drive
over to the "deazy" side of town to Sit in adark thea
ter with sticky floors. It triggered sufficient early
sales of the machines to assure success of the format
as prices dropped from $1,500 to more affordable
levels. "Time-shifting" and inexpensive movie rent-
als came aong somewhat later.

Less sensational (notorious?), but equally-successful
e-commerce Sites are those that are well thought-out,
carefully tailored to a definite customer base and
don’t rely on a"shotgun" approach to marketing.
Most are catalog sites that offer helpful purchase in-
formation, "real" 800 number staff and courteous
sales staff—just as you would expect in a"real”
bricks & mortor store. L.L.Bean, Lands End, Victo-
ria’'s Secret and PCZone are good examples, Amazon
isn't as aresult of its Byzantine menu systems.

North Texas PC NEWS
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Big ouestion: Is The Web safe?

All the recent "hacker" exposes have provided some
serious chuckles when one of the "mighty” gets
stricken, but haven’'t done much to help e-commerce
either when it's revealed that customer credit-card
listings have been stolen from the site. | usualy
don’t mind shopping on the Web—if the site has an
800 telephone number | can cdl to place the order
and pay by credit card.

If I think they might be keeping a Web-accessible
customer database, that gives me some second
thoughts, though. A number of recent events have re-
inforced this view in addition to raising many pri-
vacy concerns that will provide a thorny challenge to
local, state and federal authorities.

UncerTainTy, eNTROpY AT The IT level

At the corporate IT level, uncertainty may rule. Also
recall that there were huge amounts of money
thrown at the Y 2K problem, much of it spent on up-
grading entire networks with 1000's of systems
along the way.

IT managers are evaluating a number of possible fac-
torsin their decision to upgrade/expand their sys-
tems, not least of which is a tendency to pull away
from high-cost "improvements' that offer little if any
real productivity enhancement. | suspect this may be
similar to the situation in many home PC decisions,
but instead of thinking about one PC, look at it from
the perspective of 1,000's of PC's, servers, etc.

Psychology is dso afactor. If the public is uneasy
over the country’s economic prospects in coming
months/years, they may hold off both major and mi-
nor purchases. Thisin turn will reduce sales and
need for increased production.

Thisis already beeing seen at the "luxury” item level
and may also be edging into the upper-scale housing
market in some parts of the nation. Corporate man-
agers display smilar tendencies and tend to reduce
any unnecessory spending as part of the cost-cutting
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needed to keep the "bottom line" hedlthy for share
holderg/investors.

Is home PC marker saturaTed?

The Christmas crunch meant alot of people didn't
buy PC'sthisyear. | think there are a number of fac-
tors in addition to economic uncertainty at play here,
not least of which is possibility that most of the peo-
ple who want PC’s aready have them. (I don’t

know about this factor, since | heard something simi-
lar in the late 1980's—before Windows 3.0 was intro-
duced.)

What | do believe is that the upgrade
market has dwindled and existing PC
users don't see any real benefit from
upgrading existing systems. May be
smilar to Detroit’s blunders in the
1970's that nearly gave the auto mar-
ket to the Japanese and German mak-
ers.

AmericaNn maker Follies

Detroit had become accustomed to
adding a few more inches and pieces
of chrome to existing auto lines and
convincing the public it was a good
idea to purchase a new car every two - three years.
That worked pretty well since most of the Detroit
iron only lasted that long and maintenance became
pretty expensive much beyond.

Along came cars that were dependable, had fewer de-
fects on delivery and were designed with the idea of
10 years service as "norma.” | see more 10+ year-
old cars on the road now being driven by original
owners than | saw five year-old cars being driven by
anybody in the 1970's and | think PC ownership

may be following the same trend. That may mean
big problems for PC makers down the road.

Example, I’'m doing this piece on a 300 MHz Cyrix-
x86 powered PC that is basicaly six years old (the
case) updated over time. Has it reached the end of

10
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its useful life? Absolutely not! Will | continue the
same pattern of upgrading? No, it'san AT form fac-
tor case and the motherboard/ mainboard is defi-
nitely becoming obsolete for my purposes. (Good
news for PC makers.)

| think I’m in the same Situation that lots of other PC
users are in. Unlike the switch from an 8088 system
to a 80286 PC and later to 80386 PC and 80486
sytem, there’'s no real benefit to upgrading beyond
my (amost) new 650 MHz Athlon system. If the ba-
sic PC architecture and operating system changes,
that may dictate further upgrading, but not now.

There just isn't enough real improvement in perform-
ance to justify the price of the newer high-end PC's
for my purposes. Since many media sources claim
it's the existing user base that provides the market
for the high-end system upgrades, that
may be very bad news for PC makers.

Can users benefit from The PC
Christmas tank?

| think we could (at least in the short
term) benefit from the poor Christmas
PC season with significantly lowered
CPU prices, hard disk prices and mem-
ory prices. If you follow the adds for
Best Buy, CompUSA and Fry’s, you are
bound to observe the rapidly falling
prices for all the above. Intel has al-
ready announced "significant” CPU
price reductions and AMD will probably follow suit.

In the long run, though, this may hurt PC users since
number of vendors producing PC components may
dwindle to a precious fev—and see a subsequent in-
crease in prices due to less competition and a de-
crease in genuine innovation. One example isto be
found in the hard disk arena. Maxtor purchased
Quantum last year and thisis reason users are seeing
such low prices for Quantum drives vialoca ven-
dors. That'sapity since | have felt that Quantum
produced a superior product and | can only hope that
Maxtor will use the Quantum technology to enhance
their drives.

Reagan Andrews
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REPORTS . . .

News and meeting notes of Special Interest Groups
Further background information about a SIG is available from the SIG’s
Web page at www.ntpcug.org

Access

We will be meeting at 12:00 Noon on
Saturday, February 10, 2001, with the
North Texas Microsoft Developers SIGs
(of the North Texas PC User Group) at
Microsoft's Addison facility at 5080
Spectrum Drive, Suite 115E, Dallas, TX
75248. We || be meeting dong with Be-

12:00 Noon -- Microsoft Access Data-
base

For more information, visit

http: //mmw.ntmsdevsigs.homestead.com
(livelink on back page of this issue).
You'll find a schedule, be able to click-
through to a zoomable map, get driving
directions, and link to separate sites for

SIG LEADER LISTINGS

SIG Coordinator
Bill Parker at:
sig_coordinator@ntpcug.org
Access
Larry Linson........ (817) 481-2350 hM
Imlinson@yahoo.com

ACT !
Jim Thompson.... (817) 261-6159 h
............................ (214) 665-9442 w
jimt@ieee.org

ginning Visua Basic SIG, Advanced Vis- each of the four SIGs. You must have Alpézﬁl Ff;V,Eer (214) 369-5889 h
ua Basic SG, andthe Application Devel-  script execution enabled in your bi||@paneclfﬁ'é{w

oper Issues SIG (formerly ActiveX _Appll- browser. Dan Blank........... (972) 395-3367 h
caion Developers). North Texas Mi- danblank@bigfoot.com

crosoft Developer SIGswill meet on the
second Saturday to avoid conflict with
the date of NTPCUG's other SIG mest-
ings. Medting times are:

09:00 AM -- Beginning Visua Basic

10:00 AM -- Advanced Visual Basic

11:00 AM -- Application Devel oper
Issues

February 10, 2001: SIG Leader Larry
Linson will discuss “Creating Redlistic-
Looking Test Data-- Lots of It” using
data gathered from various sources, re-
arranged, and recombined. In describ-
ing how to process the datainto usable
tables, Larry will talk about the File
System Object of the Windows Script-
ing Runtime. It performs many of the

Application Developers Issues
Dan Ogden ......... (972) 417-1917
dogden@gte.net
Larry Linson
Imlinson@yahoo.com
Linda Moore
Ihmoore@pobox.com

Communications

e ™~ Birl Smith ............ (972) 406-0060 w
FROM BILL PARKER, PRESIDENT LB e IS
The following are changes/additions/needs for the SIG’s. Please update SIG contact in- Dallas Corel _
formation through the SIG Leaders’ administrative area on the Web. Marsha Drebelbis (214) 951-0266
mdreb@litigraph.com
The following SIGs are meeting at a location different from the main NTPCUG site. Susan Biggs........ (214) 340-7794
Check SIG notes for details: Access, Visual Basic — Beginning, Visual Basic — Ad- birdmom@performing-tech.com
vanced, and Application Developers Issues. Maria Whitworth.. (972) 381-5025
Volunteer Needs: LUIESTCIHIE
SIG Coordinator — not too tough a job, and you are part of the inner workings of the DOS/Operating Systems
Club. See the newsletter and Volunteer Section of Web site for more details. Reagan Andrews (214) 828-0699 h
reagan.andrews@ntpcug.org
SIGs Looking for Assistance:
e-Commerce
— DOS/ Operating Systems—Contact Reagan Andrews [(214) 828-0699 h] Alan Lummus...... (972) 733-4141 w&h
alan.lummus@ntpcug.org
The requirements for forming a SIG are:
Excel/Spreadsheet
Leadership — at least one individual willing to lead the SIG, and an assistant. Art Babb...oonon (214) 324-5920 h
) o . ) ] e (214) 525-5750 w
Membership — at least eight individuals willing to attend the SIG fairly consistently. alb91@earthlink.net
If you have a group that meets these qualifications or would like help in finding others EEfFoerster """"" E) SETeriE n
who might share your interests, please contact me at (214) 369-5889 (h), or e-mail to = > oerster@ntpcug.org
\\sig_coordinator@ntpcug.org. Y. Michael Bodner
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same functions as classic BASIC File
1/O, but it is object-based and some
think it is easier to learn and use. We'll
compare the two so you can draw your
own conclusions. We will also see
some examples of using the Split Func-
tion, new to Access 2000, which parses
addimited text list into the individual
tokens and returns them in avariant ar-
ray. As usua, pertinent notes and demo
databases will be uploaded to the Appli-
cation Developer Issues SIG's down-
load page, http://membersi.tri-
pod.com/appdevi ssues’downl oads.htm
(livelink on back page of thisissue).

In January, 2001: Brian Moore, De-
veloper Tools Specidist from Mi-
crosoft’s South Centra District Office
(and the local Microsoft devel oper guru
replacement for Thomas L ewis), pre-
sented an overview of the Microsoft
.NET Framework and services. Brian
discussed the features and function of
developing solutionsin the NET
world. His presentation predominately
used VB.NET and C# in the examples
and demongtrations and will focus pri-
marily on the new features of
ASPNET, Web Forms and Web Serv-
ices. Brian's presentation covered both
the hour allocated to Application Devel-
oper Issues SIG and the hour alocated
to the Access SIG. Many thanksto
Brian for an excellent explanation of a
subject of great interest.

We had another nice assortment of
goodiesin January drawing: dl atten-
dees remaining at the end of the NET
presentation received updated CDs of
the .NET Framework and Software De-
velopment Kit betas, and included in
our drawing were T-shirts aswell as
two consumer software packages do-
nated by our hosts, Greg Nicholson
and Brian Moore, of Microsoft’slocal
office.

We definitdy will have a drawing
again in February for valuable prizes,
too, at the end of the Access mesting.
Come for the meeting! Stay for the

drawing for valuable prizes! Just re-
member that value, like beauty, isin
the eye of the beholder.

Coming soon to the Access SIG:

Our congenid Microsoft host, Greg
Nicholson, was originally scheduled in
January to demonstrate and discuss Ac-
cess 2000's “Data Access Pages
(DAP)": Thisisthe Accessinterface to
databases for use on an Intranet or a
specid Web sitewhere al the users
will be using Microsoft Internet Ex-
plorer 5.0 or later. Greg has been pre-
paring demonstrations and examples
for Microsoft customersin this area.
Hewill demonstrate Data Access Pages
working and give atutorial on how to
prepare them. To allow Brian Moore's
two-hour .NET presentation, Greg
agreed to defer his presentation on Data
Access Pagesto alater meeting date, to
be announced.

Access Data Projects (ADP): ADPs
use ADO to provide access viaOLE
DB or ADO Data Providers directly to
Microsoft SQL Server. This diminates
the overhead of linking through Jet and
trandation by ODBC drivers. The draw-
backs include no Access security on
your application and no provision for
locdl tables.

Simple Web Interface: What's the hot
database topic these days? It's Web in-
terfaces to databases. One of the easiest
tools for creating simple Web sites, Mi-
crosoft Front Page, can interact with
Access (and dso some server data
bases) to provide a user-friendly and in-
expensive “Web database interface”
We will cover at least two approaches
to using Front Page with Access. Why
do | cal it inexpensive? Street priceis
under $100, and it comes free with
some editions of Microsoft Office
2000.

ActiveX Data Objects (ADO): ADO

is Microsoft’s newest candidate for Ac-
cess Method of the Future. WE Il take a
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Genealogist - The Master
Jeri Steele........... (972) 306-1596 w
steele@pioneerinfo.com
Bill Dow (972) 306-1596 w
dow@Pioneerinfo.com

Hardware Solutions
Charles Miller...... (903) 938-4220 h
cbaxter@pobox.com
Ralph Beaver...... (817) 624-9530 h
Gary Johnson ..... (972) 938-0344 h

Internet-Beginning

Doug Gorrie ........ (972) 618-8002 h
... (214) 464-4568 w

doug.gorrie@ntpcug.org

Tom O’Keefe ...... (972) 247-8812 h

okeefe@metronet.com

Pat Hykkonen ..... (972) 939-9872

pat@hykkonen.net

Internet—Advanced
Doug Gorrie......... (972) 618-8002 h
............................ (214) 464-4568 w
doug.gorrie@ntpcug.org
Tom O’Keefe ...... (972) 247-8812 h
okeefe@metronet.com
Pat Hykkonen ..... (972) 939-9872
pat@hykkonen.net

Introduction to the PC
Harold (Spike) Smith
............................ (972) 231-0730 h
Spike3@home.com
Pamela Carmichael (972) 554-7239
Pamela.Carmichael@ntpcug.org

Investors
Kathryn (Kathy) Kirby
infoinvest@aol.com

Java
Don Benish......... (972) 705-9512
don.benish@ntpcug.org

Linux
John McNeil

john@mcneil.to

Microsoft FrontPage
Bob Smith (817) 429-1961 x405
bob@imageworks.net

Microsoft Networking
Gil Brand............. (214) 508-8370 w
............................ (214) 341-7182 h
gil.borand@ntpcug.org
Paul Sloane ........ (214) 328-3234 wé&h
paul.sloane@ntpcug.org

Microsoft Word
Diane Bentley ..... (972) 724-0855 w&h
diane7@flash.net
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look at whereit is (not quite as com-
plete as DAO just yet), whereit paysto
use ADO, whereiit paysto stick with
DAO instead, and demonstration of
ADO in Access. Perhaps we can also
discuss the different model of the suc-
cessor Access Method, currently in
beta test dlong with various other .NET
components, ADO+.

This space is reserved for your presen-
tation. Won't you volunteer to talk to
us about something interesting that

Professional MIDI & Audio
Alan Lummus
............................ (972)733-4141 wé&h
alummus@mindspring.com
Timothy Carmichael
............................ (972) 566-4626
timothy.carmichael@ntpcug.org

Quicken
Phil Faulkner....... (972) 239-0561 h
philfaulkner@prodigy.net
W. L. Harris.......... (972) 291-7616 h
WLHar@earthlink.net

Visual Basic — Beginning
Jim Carter ........... (972) 235-5968 h
Jim_Carter@msn.com

Visual Basic — Advanced
Stephen Johnson (214) 532-9788
stephenj@flash.net

WordPerfect / Windows
Cindy Adams....... (817) 481-1300 wM
............................ Fx: 817-481-1303
cadamsll@flash.net
Diane Bentley...... (972) 724-0855 wé&h
diane7@flash.net

you've done or some interesting Access
subject that you've learned?

Larry Linson

Alpha Five

Alpha Five's powerful field rules alow
you to define table lookups in a popup
window, fixed list lookupsin adrop-
down list, cascading lookups, €tc., just
by specifying the lookup parameters at
thetable level for the field. Another
powerful capability is that the lookup
canfill in as many fields as needed,
based on that one lookup. For example,
in an order entry application the user
enters a Zip code and the lookup rule
automatically fillsin the city and state
from the Zip code lookup table. If there
is no match on the Zip code, alookup
table automatically pops up with Zip
code, city and state in abrowse so the
user can select the correct entry. All
thisis done by setting a few parameters
inthefield rules.

Alphaaso providesa’find by key’ ca-
pability that lets the user quickly jump
between records based on the current
primary index. For example, in a phone
book application, set the index to last
name and do afind on'par’ to jump to
last names starting with that string.

However, there are always times when
you want to take complete control and
customize the way thingswork. This
month Martin Cole will show some of
the techniques heis using in his appli-
cation for hearing aid deders. These
are customized ways to find records
quickly and easily. These techniques be-
come an integra part of his application.

Come see some of the great standard
features of AlphaFive, and the way
they can be customized to do virtualy
anything you want.

Note! - Alpha Software has launched

their new Web site and has released Al-
phaFive version 4.5. Verson 4.5 isan

13

February 2001

interim release until version 5isre-
leased in the 2nd quarter. The nice
thing is that the full price of version
will be applied to the subsequent pur-
chase of version 5 when it is released.
The new Web site provides better navi-
gation to the pages that will be of inter-
est to you. Asaways, Alpha's message
board is outstanding, and a wonderful
place to get answers to your Alpha
guestions.

Bill Parker

Application Developers Issues
SIG Background

The Application Devel oper 1ssues SIG
focuses on providing information to de-
velopers that assiststhem in (1) devel-
oping applications that use Microsoft
tools and technologies, (2) engineering
applications through various design
methodologies, and (3) staying abreast
of legal developments and industry
trends that affect developers. We are
one of the four NTPCUG SIGs that
make up the North Texas Microsoft De-
veloper SGs (live link on back page of
thisissue), along with the Beginning
Visual Basic SG (live link on back
page of thisissue), Advanced Visual Ba-
sic 9G (livelink on back page of this
issue), and the Microsoft Access SG
(livelink on back page of thisissue),
which meet at on the 2nd Saturday of
each month at the South Central Dis-
trict offices of Microsoft Corporation
(5080 Spectrum Drive, Suite 115E, Ad-
dison. Our SIG meetsat 11:00 AM.

Downloads of past presentations, free-
ware gpps and sample code are avail-
able at members.tripod.convappdevis-
sues/downloads (live link on back page
of thisissue). For more information on
our SIG in generd, including meseting
updates, details on past meetings and
directions, please visit our Web site,
members.tripod.convappdevissues (live
link on back page of thisissue)
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February Meeting

Have you ever wondered whether it is
best to use Visua Basic or Accessfor
development of database applications?
The leaders of the Advanced Visud Ba
sic and Access SIGs, Stephen Johnson
and Larry Linson, will present a panel
discussion on “Visual Basic vs. Access -
Which One Should | Use for Database
Application Development?’ Stephen
and Larry will each discuss what they
consider to be the strengths and weak-
nesses of using Visual Basic and Ac-
cess to devel op database applications as
well as those instances where it is pref-
erableto use VB, Access, or both, as
the case may be. They will aso discuss
which database devel opment tool they
persondly prefer to use. Following
their presentations, there will be ample
time for questions and answers. Both
of these Microsoft database devel op-
ment tools are popular and widely
used. Come and find out which oneis
best for you.

January Meeting

Brian Moore, Developer Tools Special-
ist from Microsoft's South Centrad Dis-
trict Office (and the loca Microsoft de-
veloper guru replacement for Thomas
L ewis) presented an overview of the
“Microsoft. NET Framework and Serv-
ices” Brian discussed the conceptual
framework of .NET, particularly the
Common Runtime Language (CRL),
the use of XML and the Simple Object
Access Protocol (SOAP). He aso dem-
ongtrated Visual Basic.NET and how it
fitsin Microsoft's .NET strategy. Fol-
lowing his presentation, which spanned
both the Application Devel oper | ssues
and the Microsoft Access SIGs, Brian
answered severd questions from con-
cerned devel opers regarding the direc-
tion of Visual Basicin the NET world.
All attendees also received the Visua
Studio.NET beta. To view more infor-
mation on some of the changesthat Vis-
ual Basic.NET will make from Visua
Basic 6.0, go to msdn.microsoft.convli-
brary/default.asp?URL=/li-

brary/techart/vb6tovbdotnet.htm (live
link on back page of thisissue).

December Mesting

SIG Co-LeadersLarry Linson and
Danid Ogden led adiscussion of gen-
eral issues of current interest to devel-
opers. Some of the topics discussed
were trends in the Microsoft devel-
oper’'s platforms, Access and VB devel-
opment issues, and Microsoft’s plans
for Visio. Our Microsoft host, Greg
Nicholson, aso assisted in leading the
discussion on severa of these issues.
Once again, we are grateful to Mi-
crosoft, and particularly to Greg, for
continuing to enthusiastically support
the North Texas Microsoft Developer
SIGs and our mesting at their South
Central Didtrict facilities.

November Mesting

Asafollow up to our September meet-
ing's focus on “Using Windows 2000
as an Application Development Plat-
form,” Gil Brand, SIG Leader of the
Microsoft Networking SIG, spoketo us
on “Setting Up a Small Developer

LAN for Business or Home Use” He
gave an overview of the evolution of a
small network from sharing files and
printers using a crossover cable to in-
stallation of a network hub. Gil dso dis-
cussed integrating Internet connection
sharing on aLAN and implementing
Internet security using both software
and hardware router firewalls. Gil's
presentation also generated some lively
discussion as several attendees dis-
cussed their experiences with network-
ing and Internet security. Thanksto Gil
for histaking the time to share his expe-
riences with us.

Daniel Ogden

CoMMUNICATIONS

The Communications SIG will be talk-
ing about the AOL Instant M essenger
in our February meeting. AOL's AIM
(AOL Instant Messenger) service
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boasts 80 million users and isthe larg-
est instant messenger service available.
AOL also owns the ICQ messenger
service which aso has millions of us-
ers. AIM does not directly link directly
with ICQ but Compuserve's Instant
Messenger does. Behind the scenes Mi-
crosoft and AT& T have sought to link
their service with AIM to increase their
own usability and connectivity. The
AIM serviceis open to any individua
who wants to sign up. The issues with
the instant messenger services is adver-
tising and the impact of millions of ad-
ditional users accessing AOL's servers.

We will discuss configuring AIM 4.3
for persond preferences and security.
Joining AIM gives a user accessto
Netscape's WebMail and My Netscape.
AIM can be used to play games interac-
tively. A user can share family pictures
or sound files. AIM includes Instant
Stock Buddy, Stock Ticker Enhance-
ments and E-mail derts. Stock Alerts
make it easy to track individual stocks
or market conditions. There are Buddy
Alertsto alertsto let you know which
buddies are online and available for
chat. The E-mail aerts notify the user
of incoming mail without having to
visit multiple sites. Using AIM 4.3 a
user can have a conversation with fam-
ily and friends through the computer.
And, you can access your persona por-
tal from any computer that has at |east
AlIM 4.2, Netscape 4.xx or Netscape 6.

Birl Smith

Dallas Corel
Streamlined Web Graphics and Content

The following presentation information
had to be cancelled &t the last minute be-
fore The North Texas PC News deadline.
Mary McWilliams Johnson experi-
enced significant cardiac difficultiesin
mid-January and will be unable to attend
the February Meeting. Shewill be at
the Lake Pointe Medical Center at 6800
Scenic Drive in Rowlett, TX, 75088, un-
til February 25, 2001.

Award-winning Web designer Mary

M cWilliams Johnson will present
“How to communicate effectively with
streamlined Web graphics and content.”
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Whether we are veterans or newbies at
Web site design, Mary believes we
should jump into the fun. Since she has
designed and maintained the NTPCUG
Web site at http:/Awww.ntpcug.org (live
link on back page of thisissue) for the
past couple years, you can readily see
samples of her work. Also check out
her "Wordsmith Workshop’

http: /mmw.supercon-
nect.com/wordsmith (live link on back
page of thisissue) and 'Mary’s Tipson
Designing Web Sites' http: /imww.super-
connect.comymarystips (live link on
back page of thisissue). With a back-
ground as technical writer, graphic de-
signer and multimedia producer, Mary
became enthralled with Web devel op-
ment severa years ago. She clearly en-
joys this dynamic new medium and
will teach us at the February Dallas
Cord SIG to use Cord’s Web-ready
features, and those of other graphic pro-
grams, to develop our own inviting
dtes. Don't missit.

Access Dallas Corel’s full Web site
and archives (live link on back page of
this issue)

January in Review

Marsha Drebelbis lead a group discus-
sion about Coredl PHOTO-PAINT and
computer graphicsin general, with SIG
attendees bringing insightful solutions
to questions. Then we demonstrated
several procedures on-screen.

SIGs .

IMPORTANT COREL ADDRESSES
& PHONE NUMBERS

Corel Corporation
1600 Carling Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1Z 8R7

*#Technical Support Repre-
sentatives.................... 888-267-3548

++G1 Release, CD-Rom only(latest
“fixes” and patches for Corel prod-
ucts)
..................................... 800-772-6735

s#Customer Service Representatives
..................................... 800-772-6735

*IVAN (Interactive Voice Answer-
ing Network)............. 613-728-1990

24 Hour Automated Fax System
..................... 613-728-0826 Ext.3080

s#Technical Support hours are 4AM
to 8PM (EST) excluding holidays

*+To obtain our catalogue please re-
quest document #2000

Core DRAW 10

Since 10's enclosed manua and online
tutorials are skimpy, Susan Biggs rec-
ommends the paperback Corel DRAM
10: The Official Guide (Oshorne) (live

SIG of North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.
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link on back page of thisissue) by
Steve Bain, available at www.ama-
zon.com (live link on back page of this
issue) for $39.99 or at Borders Books
for $49.99 (includes a CD-ROM).
Read Rick Altman’sreview of 10 at
http: //mww.al tman.comyarti-
cles/1200.htm (live link on back page
of thisissue).

Designer.com

For Cord graphics Tips and Tricks,
visit http: /imww.designer.comyfo-
cus/learning/draw_tips.htm (live link
on back page of thisissue).

Recent Programs at Dallas Cord SIG
« Feb/00 — Web Site Design/Devel-
opment Tips

< Mar/00 - Paper for Inkjet Printer
Output

< Apr/00 — Presentations 9
< May/00 - Member Showcase

« Jun/00 - Virtual Corel Training
on CD

«¢+ Jul/00 - Customization and Utili-
ties for Corel

< Aug/00 - Tipsand Tricksin
Corel 9

« Sep/00 - KnockOut 1.5 and
PHOTO-PAINT

« Oct/00 - QuickTimeVR and
PHOTO-PAINT

% Nov/00 - Motion Graphicsin
Corel

% Dec/00 - DRAW 10 Introduction

< Jan/01 - PHOTO-PAINT Tips
Marsha Drebelbis

DOS / Disk Operating
Systems

The February DOS/Operating Systems
Meeting may be a bit different. Most
of the mesetingsin the past have been
focused on providing a safe operating
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environment and protecting against
dataloss. Destroying data—not saving
data—will be main topic for the Febru-
ary DOS/OS session a LHHS Fresh-
man Center.

Topic comes from charitable urge.

After years of almost constant PC up-
grading a home and work, I’'m awash
inold PC's, parts of PC's and other
"vauable stuff | might need some day."
There are standard PC cases, tower
cases, motherboards, still usable key-
boards and mice, CPU’s, DRAM DIP's
and SIPP's, miscellaneous power sup-
plies, cables, drives, old CD-ROM’s,
etc., filling every inch of my available
storage space. I'm drowning in this sea
of PC stuff.

I’d thought about taking atable at 3rd
Saturday and sdlling it, but | redly
wouldn’t know how to price it, or have
time away from the NTPCUG mesting
todoit. Answer (I thought) was Bob
Langford's Texas Center for the
Physically Impaired who take this
kind of materid, assemble systems and
get them to disabled people who redlly
need PC's.

A small obstacle

Remembered a small obstaclein sm-
ply sdling or just giving dl this avay—
most of the drives probably had datal

wouldn’t care to distribute for public
view. Raised the question of how to
properly destroy and secure the dataon
these drives. (This doesn’t mean |
don't trust Bob Langford’s group, but
does mean | wouldn’t want to take the
risk of inadvertent disclosure.)

Simply deleting the data via DOS or
Windows 9x wouldn't work, sinceit’s
far too easy to recover viathird-party
software. The easy way is definitely
"out" where real data confidentially is
concerned.

Reformatting each drive (partition) pro-
vides alittle more security and for
most users would probably be suffi-
cient for non-critical data. What you
areredlly doing hereis making the &f-
fort to retrieve the data more trouble
than the data itsdf is worth to the indi-
vidud. Just remember that alot of hid-
den/temporary files may still be left be-
hind even after reformatting.

Dont stop there

My approach would be to do the
above, reformat each drive/partition,
then run FDISK from a bootable
floppy and then re-partition and refor-
meat the drive(s) involved. That would
definitely stop most folks except really
determined technicians after very criti-
ca and/or valuable data.
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If the drives contain any critical/highly-
veluable data, I'll follow the above
with one of the overwrite programs
available on the Web such as DiskWpe
or BCWipe to do afina cleanup on the
drives. (Do aGoogle search for Web
sites—I'm too lazy to typein the
URL's)

An alternative approach would be to do
anew, low-level reformat of the hard
drive itsdf which is (relatively) essily
accomplished with most SCSI and IDE
hard disks. There are several low-level
reformatting program utilities available-
from the Web or from disk vendors
themsdlves to accomplish this. How-
ever, it shares the same disadvantage as
use of the utilities above in addition to
being an operation never intended for
the casual user..

Timeisamajor problem

There'sasmall problem with these ap-
proaches, given the size of contempo-
rary hard disks. Ona"small,” 500 MB
drive, this cleaning with one of the utili-
ties above can take as much astwo
hours. Imagine how long a5 G disk
might take to clean and secure. Then
think about some of the 40 G - 60 G
drivesin circulation now. This has de-
layed my getting this stuff to Langford
for several weeks.

Note that thisisn’t the "final solution."
Data (with the right equipment and
enough technical expertise and effort)
can still be retrieved from the suppos-
edly "clean” drive. Redl, "highly-se-
cured data" would dictate disassem-
bling the drive, removing the platters
and physically destroying them, i.e.,
melting them down. Thiswould be my
choiceif | wereadrug lord, a bookie,
the NSA or AEC, running from the
FBI or IRS, or Bill Clinton.

It should be afun meeting

Reagan Andrews

e-ComMeRce

In February 2001, we will continue our
exploration of both enterprise and en-
trepreneurial e-commerce Web sites
and the particular components gener-
ally common to each. We will focus
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not just on the technical aspects, but
also the business decisions that drive
the technical design and implementa-
tion of each site.

Asusud, we will meet a 1:00 p.m. in
the Freshman Center at Lake High-
lands High School. Check the
NTPCUG Web site for the exact ad-
dress, driving directions and maps. Be
sure to check the room assignments
when you sign in at the front door.

Note Pesse mark your caendarsfor the
month of March! Wewill be medtingin
March on the 4th Saturday of the month,
not the 3rd as usud. The March mesting
will be on March 24th, not the 17th!

Check out past and current topics and
discussions on our Web site at: www.im-
ageworks.net/ecommerce (live link on
back page of thisissue). See you at the
mesting.

Alan Lummus

INTERNET - Beginning
ANd Advanced

In February, we have aformal presenta-
tion planned by co-leader Pat
Hykkonen. Thetopic is“Wirdess In-
ternet Connectivity,” and will include a
brief history and introduction to the ba-
sic technology of thefidd, aswell as
definitions of some of the access meth-
ods presently available. Pat will also
discuss cost versus speed versus cover-
age and how this equation will change
with time.

Thefind part of the session will cover
expected future devel opments and

we' |l take questions. All told, we antici-
pate this session taking more than asin-
gle hour, so we will begin at 10:00 AM
in the Beginning Internet hour and pro-
ceed into the Advanced Internet time-
frame as much as necessary.

Those of you that know Pat are aware
that he REALLY knows his stuff. So if
you have been curious about your wire-
less dternatives, Pat can bring you up
to speed.

Separately, | want to remind that the
User Group’s information sharing tool,
WebBoard, isup and operational .
Questions about Wireless Internet will
be asked and answered in WebBoard in
the days and weeks after our February
17th meeting. So if you miss Pet’s pres-
entation, or have additional questions
afterward, WebBoard will be the place
to enter your questions and opinions.

Instructions for accessing and using
WebBoard were in the January newdet-
ter, but an e-mail version is available as
well. Just send an e-mail to web-
boardinfo@ntpcug.org (livelink on
back page of thisissue), and atext ver-
sion of instructions will be returned to
you automatically by our listserver. In
your e-mail, subject and content areig-
nored. Your return e-mail addressis ex-
tracted from the message headers auto-
matically.

Asusud, if anyone has any problems
or questions concerning WebBoard,
just send an e-mail to Postmaster (live
link on back page of thisissue) and we
will get you and answer.

Seeyou a 10:00 AM on February 17th !!

Doug Gorrie, Tom O’Keefe &
Pat Hykkonen

Time Activity Breakdown

900 AM. Introduction introductions, prerequisites, needs, uses
10:00 AM Concepts typical uses, examples, formats

1100 AM. Applications products, set-ups, applications, techniques
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INTRoducTtion 10 The PC
What did we do in January?

We were prepared for everything one
needed to know about scanners. Well, ex-
cept for that one little “ stinker” wherein
somebody years ago, no doubt out of a
desire to amuse himsdlf, had assigned the
officid title on scanner imaging standards
as' TWAIN. Naturdly, when one sees
these characters T W A | N gtaringin
their face, oneis sureto ask, “ Just what
do those |ettersredly stand for?” Aside
from this unwel come question, every-
thing el se went forward with timed preci-
son. Including our projected images dis-
played from the Data Projections, Inc.
projector. We covered over ningty per
cent of what | had prepared and we were
even ableto leave the classroom before
the FrontPage class arrived.

Now we know that scanners can be
handheld, drum, pen, and flatbed
styled. An excellent utility modd re-
cently had sold at Fry'sfor only
$29.00. Moving from this great bargain
we can expand into even higher qudity
functions, usefulness, and ultimately to
the levels of the Fujifilm FineScan
5000 (which costs more than the digits
inits name).

We now redlize that two $50 scanners
may be sold for different prices. One
for $49.99 with just usable software.
The other for $69.95 with an excellent,
easy-to-read and understandabl e soft-
ware program. We would still have to
go to externa sources though to find
excellent software with already printed
user’s manuals to go along with the
low-priced modeis.

We now know enough to save tripsto
the copier shop. Also, not to “over
scan” so that our acquaintances do not
disown us for sending huge bloated
filesto them viae-mail. Yep! File com-
pression may save friendships.
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Did we mention that you need to opti-
mize your computer for viewing on the
monitor and differently for printing?
And that the color on the Mac is not
the same as the color on the PC?

To their disbelief, we did tell the class
that TWAIN stood for - Title Without
An Interesting Name. To placate any
lack of real excitement while revedling
this mystery, a three-page scanner glos-
sary handout was presented to all.

What will we do for February17th?
What to do about files

This subject may not sound as exciting
astaking the “red eye” out of Aunt Ag-
nes image and making her appear 22
years younger. But, what if we show
you how to manage those JPEG image
files? File maintenance does not re-
quire as much esoteric knowledge with
Windows operating systems as a short
time back when we primarily used the
“command ling” system, however, we
have many more types of datafilesto-
day than ever imagined.

9:00A.M.

% What is afile?
The file's name - long vs. the
short of it.
Do we readlly need to know?

< How do we manipulate files?
Copy
save
move
sort
organize.

< How to file?
Can best answered by how to re-
trieve afile
Its category
its name
purpose
how long you will remember
how long you need to keep it.

10:00A.M.

« Can adirectory (folder) be too
large or too small?
OK then can there be too many
directories?

« Directory organization.
Where did you put it?
What is its name?
Which are better ways to name
your files?

« When new applications installa-
tion makes a data folder for you
should you keep it?
erase it?
rename it?

«» When should we archive?
What is an archive?

« Folder Options.
Show al or hide some?
What file types automatically
launch a program?
How to correct this problem
when the wrong program is
launched.

11:00A.M.

«» How does the PC use files?
And the Internet, too?

< An’ . AVI’ fileisfor listening
and soisa’ WAV’ file.
< What makes database files do dif-

ferent?
What is a database?

< What has happened to user's
manuals?
Are there substitutes?
[All of this and much morein
Room A211 in February at the In-
tro to the PC SIG.]

Enjoy!

Spike Smith, SIG Leader
Pamela Carmichael,
Assistant Leader
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INvESTORS

Our next meeting will be on February
17, 2001. We mest a 12 noon in the
Orchestra Room, but please check on
the day of the meeting for possible
room changes.

Itistax time. Hereisthe Web address
of the Internal Revenue Service and
some publication numbers that may ap-
ply to you if you are an investor.

http:/Amwwirs.gov (live link on back
page of thisissue)

Publication 550
Investment Income and Expenses

Publication 551
Basis of Assets

Publication 552
Recordkeeping for Individuals

Other interesting, possibly helpful
tax sites

http: /imvwwitaxplanet.com (live link on
back page of thisissue)
This site hasaNew Tax Law section.

http://Amww.taxsites.conv (live link on
back page of thisissue)
A directory of tax and accounting Sites.

http: //Amww.fairmark.com (live link on
back page of thisissue)

Tax Forms and Publications - you can
get them from the IRS Web site, but
find them easier with Fairmark’s Fast
Form Finder. Also aplaceto find tax
rates, standard deductions and other fig-
ures.

Something to note - On Monday, Janu-
ary 29" conversion to usi ng decimals
(instead of using fractions) occurred on
the NY SE and the AMEX exchanges.
The NASDAQ is scheduled to convert
to using decimals on April 9,2001.

Please join us and bring your investing

ideas. We would like to hear from al
level of investors.

Kathryn (Kathy) Kirby


http://www.irs.gov
http://www.taxplanet.com
http://www.taxsites.com/
http://www.fairmark.com
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Java

We had a very good meeting in Janu-
ary. Jeffery Rayfield of No Magic
Inc. gave a marketing presentation on
their MagicDraw UML modeling toal.
He explained the origins of the tool and
how it compared to the other similar
toolsin the market. He then gave a
demonsgtration of the tool and explained
how you might use it for design pur-
poses. He had a number of demo CDs
available for attendees. | have several
extra. If someone would like one, send
me an e-mail and | will bring them to a
future meeting. If you or your company
are considering using UML for design

| believe this would be an excellent al-
ternative and certainly is affordable
enough for anyone wishing to learn.

The February meeting is not com-
pletely settled. | will likely be going
over the desired goals of our Web site
redesign project. If you wish to be part
of thistask and haveideasin mind you
would like to try, or are looking for
Java projects you can undertake for
learning purposes, please come and vol-
unteer.

Don Benish

Microsofr Nerworking

In February, we will continue our dis-
cussions on security/hacker tools. If
you have some favorite products for
analyzing the security of your home or
corporate network, join us a the MS
Networking SIG.

Gil Brand

Microsofr Word
Upcoming Topics:

February -- Save, Close and Open
Documents; Organize Your Files

Mar ch -- Copying and Moving Meth-
ods

February

Besides looking at the obvious ways to
save, close and open documents, we
will identify some not-so-obvious
ways. Have you ever wondered about
all the buttons and features on the Save
and Open dialog boxes? Do al your
documents exist in onel-o-n-g list? We
will organize your files by deciding on
a system and creating folders for that
system. You will be able to locate those
documents from the information stored
in the Document Properties.

March

Springtime is moving time, and you
will learn many shortcuts for copying
and moving text. Have you ever
wanted to copy text without the format-
ting of its original location? Do not
throw away that document scrap; we
want to use it again! Excel spreadsheet
information often needs to be included
in Word documents. Do you under-
stand the difference between linking
and embedding?

Although these topics may seem some-
what basic to you, it is guaranteed you
will gain new insight and timesaving
shorteuts, as well as learn about fea
tures you did not even know existed.

Stick with us and by the end of the
year, we will have worked our way
through navigation techniques, print-
ing, page formatting, character format-
ting, paragraph formatting, tabs, tables,
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headers and footers, page numbering,
section bresks and even into styles!

Diane Bentley
Professional MIDI and Audio

In February, we will be continuing on
the subject of cleaning up the sound of
older analog recordings in preparation
for recording onto CD or other digital
format. We will continue with areview
of some additional capabilities of the
Cool Edit Pro software and then move
on to look at a software package de-
signed from the ground up specificdly
for audio restoration, Diamond Cut
MILLENNIUM.

Special Announcement

Tracer Technologies, distributors of
Diamond Cut audio restoration soft-
ware products, has gracioudy agreed to
make available to our SIG one copy
each of their most powerful audio resto-
ration software, Diamond Cut MIL-
LENNIUM and Diamond Cut LIVE.
These two copies will be awarded as
door prizes at our SIG meeting in Feb-
ruary! LIVE retails at $995, and pro-
videsreal-time signal processing for
usein TV and radio production and
broadcasting, |aw-enforcement, and
live, red-time forensic investigations.
The MILLENNIUM version retails for
$199 and provides virtudly all the capa-
bilities of the LIVE version, but with-
out the real-time processing capabili-
ties. Check out either or both versions
on the Web site of Tracer Technologies
at wwwitracertek.com (live link on back
page of thisissue), where you can also
download demo versions. Then, you
must be in attendance at the February
SIG Mesting, with your current
NTPCUG membership card in hand,
for your chance to win! And...whether
or not you win afree copy, everyonein
attendance will be awinner aswe an-
nounce a special purchase offer we
have arranged just for members of
NTPCUG. Tell your friendswho arein-
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terested in audio restoration and bring
them along. You, and they, will realy
be glad you did!

In March, we are looking forward to
Jim & Gary Carter continuing their
explorations of MIDI in genera and
Cakewdk Pro Audio, v.9.0 in particular.

Note: The March meeting will take
place on the 4th Saturday of March
rather than the 3rd. So mark you calen-
dars for our meeting on March 24th
rather than March 17th!

Asusud, we will meet in the Choir
Room of the Freshman Center of Lake
Highlands High School from 10 am to
12 noon. Check the NTPCUG Web site
for map and driving instructions.

J. Alan Lummus

Visual Basic - Advanced

This month we will discuss the possibil-
ity of a“Group Project.” At the last
meeting | asked the group to thing of
some kind of project they would like to
do (if any). If you have any thoughts,
being them to the meeting and suggest
theidea. | will take al of the sugges-
tions and decide what we will do.

Theonly “Rulée’ that | will imposeis
that the project will be written exclu-
sively with “Class Modules’ (and
Forms). The only “Generd Modules’
alowed, will be amodule containing
“Sub Main” (if used), Globa Con-
gtants, Global Objects (e.g. Public
m_pref as CPreferences), and any re-
quired “ Callback” functions required
by API's.

The object of this project will be the
use of “User defined Objects” via
Class Modules. My intent isto get you
familiar with creating and using objects
(and your own object Libraries). | in-
tend to show you how to properly de-
fine and use abjects. Some with obvi-
ous uses (CTextBox, CPrefer-

ences/CRegistry, etc.) and some not so
obvious (possibly a CDatabase object if
necessary).

In addition, | would like anyone who
hasinstaled Visua Studio.Net (.Net),
and has worked with it to discuss their
thoughts. I’'ve worked with it some. |
converted an existing application (with
several Classmodules (in aLibrary),
ADO to multiple AS/400 databases,
and printing) to see how the’VB6 Con-
version Wizard' performs. The results
were lessthan | expected or hoped. I'll
discuss my results; especialy Printing
which was not converted. | have dso
been reading some of the discussion
groups and their thoughts on .Net. |
will aso discuss this subject.

Next Month, | will announce what the
project will be (if any), what the Guide-
lineswill be, and how we will commu-
nicate with each other about the pro-
ject. | will dso have asession on Class
Modules: “How to create them, use
them, and why you would want to” for
those of you who were not here when |
presented it last year, for anyone who
wants to sit through it again, and/or for
anyone who would like to add to my
discussion with your own experience.

Seeyou at the meeting. Don't forget to
bring your Project ideas and your .Net
experiences.

Stephen Johnson

Visual Basic - Beginning

The February meeting of the Beginning
Visud Basic SIG will be held at the fa-
cilities of Microsoft located at 5080
Spectrum Drive in Addison, Texas. For
further information on the facilities and
amap to get to these facilities, please
visit the www.ntmsdevsigs.home-
stead.com Web site (live link on back
page of thisissue).

The topic for this month’s meeting will
be “For Beginners Only” and will in-
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clude a description of what Visual Ba
sicis, abrief history of Visual Basic, a
description of some resources available
to beginners, and a description of the
Integrated Development Environment
(IDE) used to develop applicationsin
Visud Basic.

Last month, the SIG Project entitled
“The Millennium Credit Union” was
discussed with comments on the entries
(both good and bad) programming tech-
niques. The First Prize (acopy of Vis-
ua Studio.Net when released) went to
Bill Carpenter. Second Prize (.a copy
of Visual Studio 6 and support soft-
ware) went to Martin Polen. Third
Prize was the same as Second Prize

and went to Steve Rapp. The balance
of the entrants received their choice of
game/support software and the ever-
popular Microsoft T-Shirts were
awarded to al entrants.

| want to personaly thank Microsoft
(particularly Greg Nicholson) for their
support in providing the prizes for the
winners. It is hoped that future SIG Pro-
jects will attract more entries and give
our members more opportunities to ex-
pand their Visual Basic experience.

As | have mentioned at the last several
meetings, this meeting (February 2001)
will be my last meeting as SIG Leader
of the Beginning Visua Basic SIG. My
successor, Randy Whitaker, will be
leading the SIG starting next month. |
want to thank &l of you that have
helped me run this SIG over the past 8
years. There redly are too many to
mention without fear of leaving off
someone that really saved my bacon! |
am forced to mention my unsung hero,
Connie Andrews, who did agreat job
of getting my SIG Notes into the news-
letter even when | was late in submit-
ting them. Thanks, Connie.

Bring your questions on Beginning Vis-
ual Basic to our meeting beginning at
9:00 AM on Saturday, February 10,
2001 in Suite 115E at the Microsoft fa-
cilities on 5080 Spectrum Drivein Ad-
dison, Texas. | look forward to seeing
you at the meeting.

Jim Carter
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Web Links in This Issue
Web Linksin Thislssue

The following Web links are those placed by SIG
Leadersin their SIG Notes for this month.

When looking at the newdletter in Adobe's Acrobat
Reader, the cursor will change from the

little "hand" to asmall box with a"W" inside. A
left-button mouse click should open your

browser and connect to the Internet automatically.

Linksin this Issue
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http://community.dall asnews.com

bill.parker @ntpcug.org
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Access
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http://members.tripod.com/appdevissues/d
ownloads.htm

Access Newsgroup FAQ Site

Download Page of our Application
Developer Issues website

Application Developers
North Texas Microsoft Developer SIGs

Beginning Visual Basic SIG
Advanced Visua Basic SIG
Microsoft Access SIG

members.tripod.com/appdevissues/downlo
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members.tripod.com/appdevissues

msdn.microsoft.com/library/default.asp?U
RL=/library/techart/vb6tovbdotnet.htm
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Corel DRAW 10: The Official Guide
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aw_tips.htm

e-Commerce
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Internet — Beginning and Advanced
webboar dinfo@ntpcug.org
Postmaster

Investors

http://www.irs.gov

http://www.taxplanet.com

http://www.taxsites.com/

http://www.fairmark.com
Professiona MIDI and Audio

www.tracertek.com

Visual Basic - Beginning
www.ntmsdevsigs.homestead.com

Back Page
President — president@ntpcug.org

Membership Director —
membership coordinator@ntpcug.org

Newsd etter — newsdl etter @ntpcug.org

Advertising — advertising@ntpcug.org

Auditorium Presentations —
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SIGs—sig coordinator@ntpcug.org

Publicity — publicity@ntpcug.org
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Webmaster — webmaster @ntpcug.org
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